[1:4 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[C] It is not written, “Because they practiced idolatry, fornication, and 
murder,” but rather, “And the Lord said, “Because they have 
forsaken my Torah.’” 


[D] Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “‘If they were to forsake me, I should 
forgive them, for they may yet keep my Torah. For if they 
should forsake me but keep my Torah, the leaven that is in [the 
Torah] will bring them closer to me.’” 


[E] R. Huna said, “Study Torah [even if it is] not for its own 
sake, for, out of [doing so] not for its own sake, you will 
come [to study it] for its own sake.” 


When R. Judah would see a deceased person or a bride being praised, 
he would set his eyes on the disciples and say, “Deeds come before 
learning. [The students should go after the crowd to praise the dead or 
the bride, for doing so is a religious duty.]” 


They voted in the upper room of the house of Aris: “Learning comes 
before deeds.” 


R. Abbahu was in Caesarea. He sent R. Haninah, his son, to study 
Torah in Tiberias. They sent and told him, “He is doing deeds of 
kindness [burying the dead] there [and not studying].” 


He sent and wrote to him, “Is it because there are no graves in 
Caesarea that I sent you to Tiberias [to go around burying people]? 
And they have in fact taken a vote in the upper room of the house of 
Aris in Lud: ‘Studying Torah takes precedence over deeds.” 


[E] Rabbis of Caesarea say, “That which you say [applies to a case] in 
which there is someone else who can do [the deeds that are 
required]. But if there is no one else [available] to do the [required] 
deeds, then [doing] the religious deed takes precedence over study 
of Torah.” 


[F] Once R. Hiyya, R. Yosé, R. Ammi were late in coming to see R. 
Eleazar. He said to them, “Where were you today?” 


[G] They said to him, “We had to do a deed of kindness.” 


[H] He said to them, “And were there no others [available to do 
it)?” 


[I] They said to him, “He was an alien in the country [and had no 
one else to bury him, his relatives being overseas].” 


